244	THE ASCENDANCY OF CHAMBERLAIN
ture, since France and Russia vetoed Egypt's raising it. But in
the event Kitchener's rare blend of strategy and economy got
past obstacles. His method was to advance by short stages up
the Nile, building a railway as he went. Most of his troops were
Egyptians, but they were stiffened by the presence of British
units. When it came to fighting he made large use of machine-
guns. In September of that year he captured Dongola; about a
year later he occupied Berber; in April 1898 at the Atbara river
he defeated in a pitched battle an army of 18,000 dervishes, of
whom about 2,500 were killed and 2,000, including their com-
mander, taken prisoners. From this it was but one step to Khar-
toum; and as soon as his railways were ready and the Nile
had risen he started. On 2 September 1898 a dervish army
commanded by the Khalifa in person was defeated outside Om-
durman, with a loss of about 10,000 killed. Omdurman and Khar-
toum were immediately occupied and the Egyptian and British
flags hoisted side by side* A long-prepared, boldly planned, and
finely executed effort had reached its goal. But three days later
a vessel from the south brought news to Khartoum that six white
men flying a strange fI ag held a post up the Whi te Nile at Fashoda.
These men were Captain Marchand and his French officers,
commanding a small detachment of Senegalese troops. Like
Kitchener they had started their expedition in 1896. On 28
March 1895 the British government, through the mouth of Sir
Edward Grey speaking in the house of commons, had announced
that 'the advance of a French expedition under secret instruc-
tions right from the other side of Africa> into the Nile valley
* would be an unfriendly act and would be so viewed by England'.
In spite of this emphatic warning the Marchand expedition was
secretly sent of Fin the following year; and after marching 2,800
miles in about twenty-four months and surmounting great hard-
ships, they reached Fashoda early in July. There Kitchener in
person found them on 18 September 1898* An admirable diplo-
matist at all times, the British commander treated the French-
man with extreme courtesy, but handed him a written protest,
hoSsted the British and Egyptian flags, and left an Egyptian
garrison on the spot*
The matter was thus transferred to the foreign offices, and for
some months Great Britain and France stood on the brink of war.
Hanotattx had been replaced at the French foreign office by
Delcassd, but the new minister represented no change of policy.

